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to send troops abroad—whether to Grenada,
Iraq or Bosnia. Vietnam caused American
foreign policy to become more isolationist
and made Americans reconsider Teddy Roo-
sevelt’s vision of our role as the world’s po-
liceman.

Government lying. When Johnson was in-
augurated at Dallas’ Love Field following
John Kennedy’s assassination, Americans re-
spected and generally believed their presi-
dents. By early 1968, LBJ’s self-created
“‘credibility gap’’ forced him to give speeches
only at military bases, and he chose not to
run for re-election. Johnson’s falsehoods
about Vietnam led Sen. Robert Kennedy of
New York, his challenger for the Democratic
nomination, to state that Johnson ‘‘tells so
many lies that he convinces himself he’s
telling the truth.”

Although Richard Nixon was the only
president to resign, LBJ’s administration set
the stage. Since Johnson’s term in office, the
American public has never fully believed the
statements of succeeding presidents, whether
it was Ronald Reagan’s poor recollection of
the Iran-contra scandal or Bill Clinton’s “I
didn’t inhale’ statement.

Progressive legislation. Lyndon Johnson
wanted to be best remembered as ‘‘the presi-
dent who educated young children .
helped to feed the hungry . . . and helped the
poor to find their own way.” Johnson’s pro-
gressive domestic legislation, popularly
known as the Great Society, included Medi-
care and Medicaid, the Job Corps, Head
Start, the Water Quality Act, the Clean Air
Act, the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act
and the Highway Safety Act. These laws not
only increased the power of the federal gov-
ernment and made it a watchdog for citizens,
they provided a safety net for all, particu-
larly the poor, elderly and disadvantaged.

With the exception of Franklin Roosevelt,
no other 20th-century president has passed so
much influential domestic legislation.
Today, Johnson’s three-decade-old vision is
hotly debated on Capitol Hill as Congress
tries to decentralize welfare and keep Medi-
care afloat.

Many Americans have had a profound ef-
fect over the past half century. It is hard,
however, to see that anyone has had a great-
er influence on Americans’ everyday lives
over the past 50 yeas than the Texas giant,
Lyndon Johnson.

———

IN HONOR OF ROGER J. SUSTAR
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Roger J. Sustar who has assumed
the role of Chairman of the Board of the Na-
tional Tooling and Machining Association
(NMTA).

Roger J. Sustar’s choice for the year 2000
theme, “Training Today for Tomorrow’s Work-
force,” demonstrates his dedication to edu-
cation and to the skill trades workforce. Mr.
Sustar, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, has been
involved in the Machine Trades Industry since
his first job with Non Ferrous Metals Fabri-
cating in 1965. He has been with Fredon Cor-
poration since 1969 (celebrating its 31st anni-
versary this year) and in 1985 became the
sole owner and President of Fredon. Fredon
Corporation became the area’s first Boy
Scout’s of America Explorer Post 2600 to offer
an opportunity for students to explore the Ma-
chine Trades Industry.
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Mr. Sustar is a true believer and promoter of
apprenticeship and training programs that ad-
vocate Machine Trades Industry and Manufac-
turing careers. His leadership in organizations
such as the National Tooling and Machining
Association, both the Cleveland Chapter and
the National Association, and the Ohio Tooling
and Machining Association, which he co-
founded in 1990, show his commitment to the
industry.

Mr. Sustar is also an active member of the
local community serving on many business
advisory councils for educational facilities such
as Cuyahoga Community College and Mentor
Public Schools. He is also a member of the
Board of Trustees for Lakeland Community
College for 11 years where he established a
Machine Trades Apprenticeship Program.

Roger J. Sustar has been featured in many
publications and has been a guest speaker at
many business and education lectures where
he continues to promote the industry. He has
also received many awards and honors for his
work in the machine trades industry.

My fellow colleagues, join me in congratu-
lating Roger J. Sustar for his achievements
and for assuming the position of Chairman of
the Board for the National Tooling and Ma-
chining Association.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HERBERT H. BATEMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, | missed two
votes on January 31, 2000. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: Roll-
call vote No. 2, H. Con. Res. 244, “aye”. Roll-
call vote No. 3, H.R. 2130, “aye”.

———

HONORING BESSIE CROUSE BOREN
MILLER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to pause and remember the
life of a woman that always had an open heart
and hand to all, Mrs. Bessie Crouse Boren
Miller.

Mrs. Miller was born on February 4, 1920,
in Montezuma, Kansas, to Joseph Oliver
Crouse and Edith Angelique Fincher Crouse.
She moved with her family to the Eastern
slope of Colorado in a covered wagon. There,
in Villgreen, Colorado, she attended school.
She was known as a very athletic person and
loved to run track.

Mrs. Miller was known for her cooking in all
of the local cafes. She was also known for
welcoming anyone and doing anything she
could to help. Mrs. Miller loved to read and
sing old hymns.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | would like
to pay tribute to the life of Mrs. Miller, a
woman with a heart of gold.

February 1, 2000

REMARKS ON ALASKA AIRLINES
FLIGHT 261 CRASH

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in regards to yesterday’s crash of Alas-
ka Airlines Flight 261. In all, an estimated 88
people lost their lives off the southern coast of
California at 4:36 p.m. Unfortunately, it is too
early to know the cause of this devastating
crash. Our prayers go out to all the family and
friends of those who lost their loved ones in
the crash.

Among Alaska Airlines Flight 261 were an
estimated five Alaskans. Included were Mal-
colm Branson and his fiance, Janice Stokes,
both of Ketchikan. Also onboard the airplane
was Morris Thompson, age 61, his wife Thel-
ma and daughter Sheryl. The Thompson’s
were returning to Alaska after a family vaca-
tion in Mexico.

Morris Thompson, Thelma, Lu and | have
been friends for more than 40 years. Thelma,
an experienced dog musher and Morris were
married a year after Lu and | were married.
Morris and | followed each other on similar
paths to public office. Oftentimes we spent
time together in Juneau, Alaska, when |
served in the State Legislature and later in
Washington, DC where | served as Congress-
man and Morris served as commissioner of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

After his public service, Morris became
president and chief executive officer of Doyon,
Ltd., a Native Corporation formed in 1971 as
part of the Alaskan Native Claims Settlement
Act. At Doyon, Morris turned an operating loss
of $28 million into $70.9 million in revenues
and the largest private landowning corporation
in America. Morris Thompson retired in Janu-
ary and was considered a great Native leader,
businessman, and friend. | had a conversation
with Morris just last month and he was de-
scribing to me the cabin he planned to build
on the Yukon River and his optimism for the
future.

Morris Thompson, his wife Thelma and
daughter Sheryl spent a great deal of time
with me and my family. In fact, we rang in the
New Millennium with Sheryl. Sheryl Thompson
grew up with our daughters and became so
close to our family that we considered her part
of the family. Morris is survived by two young
daughters named Nicole and Allison and two
grandsons Christopher and Warren.

| will always have fond memories of the
Thompson family. Such as Morris and | duck
hunting on the Yukon River, Thelma mushing
her dog’s, and Sheryl managing the extreme
skiing association in Valdez. God Bless the
memories we have.

Morris was a good father, leader and friend,
as well as being one of the great leaders
among the Native community. Lu, and | are in
shock over this tragic loss. Our prayers go out
to the Alaska Airlines employees and their
families, and the families and relatives of the
88 passengers that were lost.
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